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1. This proceeding began on December 29, 1993, when
the Mass Media Bureau released its Order to Show Cause
and Hearing Designation Order, 9 FCC Rcd 101 (1993)
("OSC") directing Keyboard Broadcasting Communication
("Keyboard") to show cause why the license for
WCSA(AM) Ripley, Mississippi, should not be revoked.
The Bureau noted that the Commission's records showed
that the station had been off the air since September 1,
1991, and that the licensee's last request to remain silent
had been granted through July 16, 1993. In light of that
record, the Bureau specified issues for hearing to deter
mine whether Keyboard has the capability and intent to
expeditiously resume broadcast operations of WCSA(AM)
and whether Keyboard violated Sections 73.1740 and/or
73.1750 of the Commission's Rules.! The Bureau also
specified an issue to determine whether. in light of the
evidence adduced, Keyboard's license should be revoked.
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By Order, FCC 94M-62, released Fe6r.tarf7, 1994, AdmiU0..t
istrative Law Judge Walter C. Miller, termin~<lthe hear
ing proceeding because, inter~.lia, Keyboarct"'Cfai4IP to.
properly file its notice of appe nd because 'n(fc
eluded that WCSA(AM) was incapa O/tJl'!'l':.~ditiOUSIY-
suming operation. Pursuant to SectlO'ft .9 of the
Commission's Rules, the JUdge also certified t '-.10 the
Commission. ..,r

2. On February 22, 1994, Keyboard filed a petition for
reconsideration of the Judge's termination of the proceed
ing and certification of the case to the Commission. In its
petition, Keyboard represented that it had taken "important
affirmative steps to bring WCSA into FCC compliance."
According to Keyboard, it had resolved its differences with
the owner of the property on which its antenna was lo
cated, prepared equipment for resumption of broadcast
activities and ensured that necessary financing was avail
able. Keyboard requested, in its petition and related docu
ments, that it be afforded 90 days, commencing March 15,
1994, in which to resume WCSA(AM) broadcast oper
ations. Finally, Keyboard explained that it had been unable
to resume operations at an earlier date because of the poor
state of the station equipment when it had acquired the
station in 1991, damage done to its transmitting tower in
1992 when it was struck by lightening and the difficulty
Keyboard had experienced in securing its right to use the
premises on which its transmitter was located. By Memo-
randum Opinion and Order, FCC 94M-106, released March
I, 1994, the Presiding Judge denied Keyboard's petition for
reconsideration.

3. In accordance with Section 1.92(d) of the Commis
sion's Rules,p the Bureau, acting pursuant to delegated
authority,Z reviewed the record before the AU. Based on
this review, the Bureau sent Keyboard a letter of inquiry
dated April I, 1994, requesting that Keyboard provide in
formation and documentation establishing its ability to re
sume WCSA(AM) broadcast operations within 90 days. In
response to that letter, Keyboard, on April 14, 1994 and on
May 12, 1994, provided the Bureau with information estab
lishing that it had, inter alia, prepaid rent on its antenna
and studio site, prepaid hazard insurance and obtained the
services of an engineer to assist in preparing WCSA(AM)'s
equipment for the resumption of operation. In addition,
WCSA(AM) provided documents establishing that it had
opened a bank account. and deposited therein sufficient
funds to return WCSA(AM) to the air. By further letter
dated June 10, 1994, Keyboard informed the Bureau that
on June 4, 1994, WCSA(AM) had resumed broadcast oper
ations, but that Keyboard had been compelled to terminate
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I Section 73. 1740(a)(4) provides:
In the event that causes beyond the control of a licensee make it
impossible to adhere to the operating schedule of this section or
to continue operating, the station may limit or discontinue
operation for a period of not more than 30 days without further
authority from the FCC. Notification must be sent to the FCC
in Washington, D.C. not later than the 10th day of limited or
discontinued operation. During such period. the licensee shall
continue to adhere to the requirements in the station license
pertaining to the lighting of antenna structures. In the event
normal operation is restored prior to the expiration of the 30
day period, the licensee will so notify the FCC of this date. If
the causes beyond the control of the licensee make it impossible
to comply within the allowed period. informal written request
shall be made to the FCC no later than the 30th day for such
additional time as may be deemed necessary.

Section 73.1750 provides:
The licensee of each station shall notify the FCC in Washing
ton, DC of permanent discontinuance of operation at least two
days before operation is discontinued. Immediately after dis
continuance of operation, the licensee shall forward the station
license and other instruments of authorization to the FCC.
Washington, DC for cancellation.
Z In those cases where the Administrative Law Judge has
certified a case to the Commission pursuant to Section 1.92 of
the Commission's Rules, the Mass Media Bureau has been given
the authority to determine whether an Order of Revocation
should issue. See Radio .Northwest Broadcasting Company. -l
FCC Rcd 596. n.3 (1989).
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WCSA(AM)'s operations because of an equipment prob
lem. By letter dated July 4. 1994, Keyboard informed the
Bureau that the problem had been resolved and that
WCSA(AM) had again resumed broadcast operations. In
formation periodically provided to the Bureau by Keyboard
indicates that WCSA(AM) has been in continuous opera
tion since July 4, 1994.

4. Based on the facts of this case, particularly the sub
stantial efforts and resources expended by Keyboard to
return WCSA(AM) to the air and the successful resump
tion of and continuing operation of WCSA(AM) since July
4, 1994, the Bureau, on delegated authority, concludes that,
-pursuant to Section 1.92(d) of the Rules, this proceeding
should be terminated without further action.

5. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, that this pro
ceeding IS DISMISSED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Roy J. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau


